THE   PENINSULA
could have been lost without its rival raising a finger,
Soult setting the fashion by marching into Leon the
moment he was furbished again, and leaving the other
Marshal exposed to a menace of blockade by sea and a
joint Allied offensive from the frontier.
To make matters worse King Joseph, -who had no
head for soldiering, advised Ney that he was to hold
himself under Soult's orders. Go to hell, thought Ney,
but since he -was forced to follow the line of march out of
Galicia he relieved his spite on the various villages he
passed through. It was the first and only time that he
fell from grace as regards the treatment of civilians, and
was not so serious but that the relative cleanness of
his military escutcheon gives it prominence. Moreover,
peasant raids upon the flanks and outposts continued,
which produced a state of nerves in the isolated centres
among the hill ways.
The drift of "war caused a British retirement into
Portugal, after which Ney was sent to keep order in the
region of Salamanca. Apart from reinforcements arriving
the work -was not strenuous, and in October it seemed tc
Ney that his grip was secure enough to justify a spell oJ
absence. He handed over the reins to General Marchanc
and returned to Paris, but family life was soon interruptec
by news of trouble in the vacated district.
Napoleon wanted to know what business he had ir
Paris at such a time. Ney tried to excuse himself b}
blaming Jomini, his Chief-of-Staff, who promptly handec
in his resignation. While on top of a disheartening returr
to Salamanca was the fact of its being so quiet througl
the winter and spring months of 1810 that Ney'and hi
officers had no more thrilling occupation than whist
though luckily the money "was there to merit winning.
A strange incident occurred on June 8th, when a certain
Spaniard, whose presumption outweighed his common
sense, invited Marshal Ney to become a deserter. Thi
sanguine attempt may have been influenced by th
knowledge that Ney had entertained hopes of becominu
105